
 

Page | 1  
 

Acronyms used in Safeguarding language 
 

 

AMHP – Approved Mental Health Professional - can be a social worker, a psychiatric/mental health 

nurse, an occupational therapist, or a clinical psychologist (but not a medical doctor). They 

undertake specialist training and are responsible for organising the assessment, identification of the 

nearest relative and organising doctors and key agencies, such as police and ambulance. AMHPs are 

independently responsible for a decision to detain a person and arrange conveyance to hospital. 

ASC - Adult Social Care is a department within a local authority/council.  They were formerly known 

as Social Services. Adult Social Care deliver services such as assessment, care planning, personal 

budgets, direct payments, reviewing and safeguarding. Adults Social Care worker also complete 

assessments for carers. These duties and responsibilities are listed in the Care Act.  

Care Act Advocate - Support people to understand their rights under the Care Act, in relation to care 

reviews or safeguarding, where the person is unable to understand their rights and has no other 

person to act on their behalf. Only Local Authority or NHS staff can refer for this type of advocate.   

CAMHS – Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. The NHS service that assess and treat young 

people with emotional, behavioural or mental health difficulties. 

CHC - Continuing Healthcare. This is NHS funding for adults with long-term complex health needs. 

There is a 2-part assessment process for this funding which is led by the Clinical Commissioning 

Group (known as CCG) in the area the adult lives.    

CHC Advocate - Continuing Healthcare Advocate. This advocacy is for people with complex health 

needs who may qualify for specialist funding called Continuing Health Care. The process is complex. 

The advocate can support the person to understand the process and speak on their behalf if they are 

unable to do so or do not have any relatives to act on their behalf.  

CQC – The Care Quality Commission regulates all health and social care services in England. The 

commission ensures the quality and safety of care in hospitals, dentists, ambulances, care homes 

and the care given in people’s own homes. 

CH - Care Home - provides accommodation, care, and support for those who need help with 

managing daily life. 

CMHT - Community Mental Health Team’s support people with mental health needs living in the 

community, as well as their carer’s. 

CRHT – Crisis resolution and Intensive Home Treatment Service provide support at home for 

individuals experiencing an acute mental health crisis 

Crisis Team –  Provide urgent mental health support. This includes times when you might otherwise 

need to go to hospital for your mental health. The team usually consists of a number of health 

professionals, such as a psychiatrist, mental health nurses, social workers, and support workers. 

DA – Domestic Abuse. Domestic abuse includes any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, 

coercive or threatening behaviour, violence, or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or 

have been, partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. It also includes so called 

‘honour’ based violence, female genitalia mutilation and forced marriage. 
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DASH - Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment and Honour based violence risk identification, 

assessment, and management model. This is used to identify the level of risk experienced by victims, 

to enable professionals to assess the risk and for those at highest risk from harm, this provides a 

gateway to specialist support from an Independent Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA). 

DoLS - Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards is the procedure prescribed in law when it is necessary to 

deprive a person of their liberty, a resident or patient who lacks capacity to consent to their care and 

treatment in order to keep them safe from harm. 

DHR – Domestic Homicide Review. This is an independent review of the circumstances in which the 

death of a person aged 16 or over has, or appears to have, resulted from domestic abuse. The 

purpose of these reviews is for professionals and agencies to learn lessons, provide 

recommendations and prevent future domestic homicides.  

EDT - Emergency Duty Team. The social care EDT responds to out of hour’s referrals where 

intervention from the council is required to protect a child or adult, and where it would not be safe, 

appropriate, or lawful to delay that intervention to the next working day. 

GP - General Practitioners treat all common medical conditions and refer patients to hospitals and 

other medical services for urgent and specialist treatment.  

HTT – Home Treatment Team. This integrated service is for people with severe and complex mental 

needs, usually provided in the person’s own home. The service can prevent unnecessary 

hospitalisation. 

IDVA - Independent Domestic Violence Advisor. The IDVA builds a trusting relationship with the 

victim/survivor to help them navigate the legal and support systems to help keep them safe and 

rebuild their life. The IDVA will also represent the victim/survivor at multi agency risk assessment 

conference’s (MARAC). 

IMCA - Independent Mental Capacity Advocate. Supports and represents the person who lacks the 

capacity to make specific decisions, often in relation to their care or treatment needs, where the 

person does not have anyone else to act on their behalf.  

IMHA - Independent Mental Health Advocate. Anyone detained or subjected to a community 

treatment order under the MH Act has a statutory right to an IMHA. They help the person get their 

opinions heard and understand their rights under the law. 

ISVA - Independent Sexual Violence Advisor. They provide emotional support and advice to help the 

victim/survivor, act as a point of contact and support the person through any legal proceedings  

LA - Local Authority, this is another term for local council. Responsible for a wide range of services 

which include establishing and maintaining a service for providing people in its area with information 

and advice relating to care and support for adults and support for carers. This can include organising 

care and support plans and personal budgets. 

LPA - Lasting Power of Attorney is a way of giving someone you trust, the legal authority to make 

decisions on your behalf, if you lose the mental capacity to make such decisions, in the future, or if 

you no longer want to make decisions for yourself. 
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MARAC - Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences. These are regular local meetings held to 

discuss how to help victims at substantial risk of murder or serious harm. These will include adult 

social care, children’s services, health, housing, voluntary and other relevant agencies.  

MASH - Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub brings key professionals together to facilitate early, better 

quality information sharing, analysis, and decision-making, to safeguard vulnerable children and 

adults. 

MCA - Mental Capacity Act, applies to everyone who works in health and social care and is involved 

in the care, treatment or support of people aged 16 or over who are unable to make all or some 

decisions for themselves. The primary purpose of the MCA is to promote and safeguard decision-

making within a legal framework. 

MDT - Multidisciplinary Team is a mechanism for organising and coordinating health and care 

services to meet the needs of individuals with complex care needs. The team will bring together the 

expertise and skills of different professionals to assess, plan and manage care jointly. 

Res Dem home - Residential Dementia Home is for people who need help with day to day living. 

They help to support people to maintain their independence. This can also sometimes be referred to 

as EMI (Elderly Mentally Infirm, which is an outdated term but may still be used particularly in 

nursing care)  

S42 - Section 42 of the Care Act 2014. A Section 42 enquiry must take place if there is reason to 

believe that abuse or neglect is taking place or is at risk of taking place. The enquiry is to be 

conducted when the adult (18yrs+) meets the three-part eligibility test for safeguarding:  

1. Has care and support needs   

2. Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse &/or neglect 

3. As a result of those needs, is unable to protect themselves against the abuse &/or neglect or 

the risk of it. 

 

SAB - Safeguarding Adults Board. The SAB oversees and leads on all safeguarding arrangements 

across its locality. The SAB is formed of a partnership between local commissioners and providers led 

by the local authority, with statutory involvement of the police, NHS providers, social housing, fire 

service, probation & community rehabilitation companies and the community and voluntary sector. 

SAR - Safeguarding Adults Review. The SAB is required to investigate abuse or neglect when a person 

who meets the above criteria has died, as a result of abuse or neglect, or where certain other 

specific circumstances arise. This review process seeks to determine what relevant agencies and 

individuals involved could have done differently that could have prevented harm or death. The focus 

on these reviews is learning not blaming.  

SIRI – Serious Incident requiring Investigation. This is the process used by the NHS when they 

investigate serious incidents that have resulted in serious harm or an unexpected or avoidable death 

of one or more patients, staff, visitors, or the public. 
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SIR – Serious Incident Report. Specifically in relation to safeguarding charities are required to 
complete a SIR to the Charity Commission when a serious incident/adverse event, whether actual or 
alleged, results in or risks significant harm to your charity’s beneficiaries, staff, volunteers or others 
who come into contact with your charity through its work.  

SPA - Single Point of Access is an umbrella term for the front door to support, information and 

advice which streamlines referrals and introduces self and parent/carer referrals. In some area’s 

they have replaced the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hubs.  

SW – Social Worker. This a wide and varied role. Social workers may work in children services, 

adult’s social care, NHS, the voluntary sector and many other settings. Their role is to help improve 

outcomes in people’s lives and some roles will have specific duties under legislation. They maintain 

professional registration and have a code of conduct.  

 

 

 

 

 


